ScholOnto project: ClaiMaker MS Word plug-in

http://kmi.open.ac.uk/projects/scholonto/software.html 
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Rationale: One approach to tool deployment is to integrate any new tasks (in this case, claim construction and submission) with existing tools. When one needs to model the arguments in one’s own, new papers, we hypothesise that claim construction might be best done as one is thinking about the conceptual structure of one’s paper, that is, during writing, to minimise the delay between the expression of the idea in conventional prose, and its formalization.  As a first step we have implemented a Microsoft Word plug-in which authors can launch direct from the Word toolbar. 

Instructions:
Click on the ClaiMaker button in the toolbar (assuming you enabled macros on opening this doc)
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This displays the claim authoring interface:
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The toolbar button opens a ‘semantic annotation’ form for authors to enter the major types of Concepts in a paper as they write it. These can be classified in response to some prompts: Problem? Contributions? Uses/Applies? Improves on? Contrasts/Critiques? These prompts foreground the most important relational links in the ontology for summarising an article’s contribution, in other words, ‘promoting’ them from the longer menu of relational types available in the more complex ClaiMaker forms interface and turning them into questions. An example of the form in use is shown below:
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ClaiMaker Word plug-in. Existing Concepts on the web server can be searched and displayed in the panel top left. New concepts are displayed on the right and can be assigned types using the five prompts in the lower part of the screen.
Once the concepts have been saved (as an XML file), the idea is that the Concepts will then be imported into ClaiMaker and used as a basis for further Claim building. 
Technical note:

The form is a proff of cpncept demonstrator. You may not be able to use the search facility due to changes to the server. Uploading of the XML file is not currently working. 
